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Montanans' concern for governing themselves was first 
expressed in the state's 1889 Constitution. Article III, 
Section 1, states, "All political power is vested in and derived 
from the people; all government of right originates with the 
people; is founded upon their will only, and is instituted solely 
for the good of the whole". 


In 1906, an amendment was adopted which provided for initia- 
tives and referendums - devices that allow the people to directly 
set up laws or express their opinion on those enacted by the 
legislature. The 1972 Constitution further increased the ability 
of citizens to participate in this initiative process. 


Through 1980, 75 special measures have gained ballot access 
by petition. Forty eight of those were ratified while 29 were 


rejected. Today, according to Editor David Schmidt of Initiative 


NewS Reno ce ote the 23 states that-allow for ballot issues, 
Montana ranks among the top four in using this process to pass 
laws. 


This booklet provides the required material and guidelines 
necessary to put special measures on the 1982 ballot. I hope you 
will find it useful in your initiative and referendum petition 
drives. Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions 
Or suggestions concering its content. 


Peo 


WALTERMIRE 
cretary of State 
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INITIATIVE AND REFERENDUM PETITIONS 


All dates and signatures required are for measures intended to 
appear’ on all’ the 1982) General, Election Ballot. 


The Statutory & Constitutional References appear on pages 5 & 6. 
WHO MAY PETITION 


A. Qualified electors, i.e., those possessing constitutional 
requirements and who are registered as provided by law. A 
Signature may not be counted unless the elector has signed in 
substantially the same manner as on the registry card. 


NUMBER OF SIGNATURES REQUIRED 


A. Initiative and referendum: 18,024--5% of the total number of 
votes cast for the office of governor at preceding general 
election, provided 1/3 of the legislative representative districts 
(34) must each furnish 5% of the signers of the petition. 


B. To render an enacted statute inoperative: Referendum petitions 
must be signed by at least 15% of qualified electors in a majority 
(51) of the legislative representative districts. 


C. Constitutional initiative for amendment or calling convention: 
36,047--10% of the total number of votes cast for the office of 
governor at preceding general election, provided 2/5 of the 
legislative representative districts (40) must each furnish 10% 
of the signers of the petition. 


WHEN ELECTION HELD 


A. With certain exceptions, elections on all types of ballot measures 
must be held with a statewide general election. Check the 
constitution section references listed for specific provisions. 


FORM REQUIREMENTS FOR PETITIONS 


A. Before a petition may be circulated for signatures, a sample 
sheet containing the text of the proposed measure must be submit- 
ted to the secretary of state in the form in which it will be 
circulated. The sample petition may not be submitted to the 
secretary of state more than 1 year prior to the final date for 
filing the signed petition with the secretary of stete (July 9, 
1931) 


B. The secretary of state shall refer a copy of the petition to the 
attorney general for his approval. The secretary of state and 
attorney general must each review the petition for sufficiency 
as to form and approve or reject the form of the petition stating 
the reasons for rejection, if any. 


C. The secretary of state shall also refer a copy of the petition 
to the legislative council. The legislative council shall 
review the text of the proposed measure for clarity, consistency, 


V. TIME DEADLINES FOR APPROVAL OR REJECTION BY ATTORNEY GENERAL 


Je 


Or any other factors the council considers when drafting legisla- 
tion. The legislative council must make its recommendations 
within 14 days after the petition is submitted to the secretary 
of state. The person submitting the petition may accept, reject, 
or modify the changes recommended by the legislative council. A 
copy of the recommended changes shall be made available to any 
person by the secretary of state upon request. 





The secretary of state shall send written notice to the person 
who submitted the petition sheet of the approval within 28 days 
after submission of the petition sheet. The secretary of state 
shall send written notice if the petition has been rejected 
together with reasons for rejection within 14 days after submis- 
Sion of the petition sheet. 


If the rough-draft petition form is approved, the attorney 
general shall endeavor to seek out parties on both sides of the 
issue and obtain their advice. The attorney general may, if he 
deems it necessary appoint a five-member committee to recommend 
the statement of purpose and the statement of the implications 
of ‘the measures. ~The committee shall consist of \two persons 
recommended by the person filing the petition, two persons known 
to oppose the measure, and one representative of the attorney 
general's office who is the chairman. The committee shall, 
within 14 days of appointment, meet and recommend by a vote of a 
majority of the committee: 


1. a statement, not to exceed 100 words, explaining the purpose 
of the measure; 


2. statements, not to exceed 25 words each, explaining the 
implications of a vote for and a vote against the measure. 


The attorney general may accept, reject, or modify the statements 
recommended by the committee. If the committee is unable to 
recommend one or both statements, the attorney general shall 
prepare the statements. The statement of purpose and the state- 
ments of implication must express the true and impartial explana- 
tion of the proposed ballot issue in plain, easily understood 
language and may not be arguments or written so as to create 
prejudice for or against the measure. The statement prepared, 
unless altered: bysay cburthunderSectionidjez/sSl6ge,1s the petitiomg 
title for the measure circulated by the petition and the ballot 
title if the measure is placed on the ballot. The statements of 
implication prepared, unless altered by a court under Section 
13-27-316, are the statements to be used on the petition and the 
ballot if the measure is placed on the ballot. 






If the rough-draft petition form is rejected as to form, the 
attorney general shall forward his comments to the secretary of 

state within 10 days after receipt of the petition by the attorney 
general. rive | 





If the petition is approved as to form, the attorney general 
shall forward the statement of purpose and the statements of 
implication, to ,the secretary of state within 21 days after 
receipt of the petition by the attorney general. 


VI. FORM OF PETITION TO INCLUDE 


VIT. 


A. 


Be 


Petition sheets may not exceed 8% x 14 inches in size. Separate 
sheets of a petition may be fastened in sections of not more 
than 25 sheets. 


Petition to be addressed to secretary of state followed by 
prescribed heading: 


1. near the top of each sheet containing signature lines must 
be printed the title of the statute or constitutional amend- 
ment proposed or the measure to be referred or a statement 
that the petition is for the purpose of calling a constitu- 
tional convention. 


2. if signature lines are printed on both the front and back of 
a petition sheet, the information required by 1. (above) 
must appear on both the front and back of the sheet. 


3. the complete text of the measure proposed or referred must 
be attached to or be contained within each Signature sheet, 
if sheets are circulated separately. The text of the measure 
must be in the bill form provided in the most recent issue 
of the bill drafting manual furnished by the Montana Legisla- 
tive Council. If sheets are circulated in sections, the 
complete text of the measure must be attached to each section. 


Punishment warning. 


Signed petitions must contain numbered lines with indicated 
Spaces for each registered voter's: 


- Signature, 

- post office address, 

. legislative representative district number, and 
- printed last name of Signer. 


m WN -F 


A printed sample copy of the petition to be circulated, containing 
the title and implication of the vote statements as prepared by 
the attorney general, must be placed on file in the office of 

the secretary of state. 


TIME FOR SUBMISSION AND FILING 


A. 


Submission to County OFFICIALS for certification: Signed sheets 
Or sections Of petitions shall be submitted no sooner than 9 
months and no later than 2 weeks before the final date for 
filing the petition with the secretary of state. 


VII. 


Ix. 


l. constitutional amendments and statutory initiatives no 
sooner than October 9, 1981 and no later than June 25, 1982. 


2. referendum petitions no later than October 9, 1981.- 


Filing with SECRETARY. OF STATE: 1>Certiftedysheets orisections of 
petitions for constitutional amendments or statutory initiatives 
must be filed with the secretary of state before 5:00 p.m. of 
the second Friday of the fourth month prior to the election at 
which the measure is to be voted on (July 9, 1982). 


Certified sheets or sections of petitions for referendum must be 
filed no later than six months after adjournment of the Legisla- 
ture which passed the act (October 23, 1981). 


CERTIFICATION TO GOVERNOR 


A. 


When sheets or sections of a petition containing a sufficient 
number of Signatures have been filed with the secretary of state 
within the time required by the Constitution or by law, he shall 
immediately certify to the governor that the completed petition 
has been officially filed. 


WITHDRAWAL OF SIGNATURES 


A. 


Right of signers to withdraw names from petitions goes right up 
to the time petitions are certified to the governor by the 
secretary of state (see Ford vs. Mitchell, 103 Mont. 99, and 
State ex rel. O'Connell vs. Mitchell, 111 Mont. 94). Method of 
withdrawal by petition following same procedure as original 
petition. 


EFFECTIVE DATES 


A. 


Unless the petition for an initiative states otherwise, an 
initiative approved by the people is effective on October 1 
following approval. (If the issue delegates rulemaking authority, 
it is effective no sooner than October 1 following approval). 


Unless the legislature provides otherwise, a constitutional 
amendment proposed by the legislature and approved by the people 
is effective on October 1 following approval. 


Unless specifically provided by the legislature in an act referred 
by it to the people, or suspended as provided by law, an act 
referred to the people is in effect as provided by law until it 

is approved or rejected at the election: — 


1. an act that is rejected is repealed effective the date the 
result of the canvass is filed by ‘the secretary of state 
under Section 13-27-503, MCA. 


2. an act referred to the people that was in effect at the time 
of the election and is approved by the people remains in 
effect. 











i. 


AG By 


i. 


Wis 


3. an act that was suspended by a petition and is approved by 
the people is effective the date the result of the canvass 
is filed by the secretary of state under Section 13-27-503, 
MCA. 


4. an act referred by the legislature that contains an effective 
date following the election becomes effective on that date 
if approved by the people. 


5. an act that provides no effective date and whose substantive 
provisions were delayed by the legislature pending approval 
at an election and that is approved is effective October 1 
following the election. 


STATUTORY & CONSTITUTIONAL REFERENCES 


WHO MAY PETITION 


A. 
Article III, Sections 4 and 5, Montana State Constitution 
Article XIV, Sections 2 and 9, Montana State Constitution 
Sections 13-27-102 and 103, Montana Code Annotated 


NUMBER OF SIGNATURES REQUIRED 


Atwey >. sand. .c. 
Article III, Sections 4, 5 and 7, Montana State Constitution 
Article XIV, Sections 2, 9 and 10, Montana State Constitution 


WHEN ELECTION HELD 


A. 
Article III, Section 6, Montana State Constitution 
Article XIV, Sections 1, 2, 8 and 9, Montana State Constitution 


FORM REQUIREMENTS FOR PETITIONS 


A. 
Article III, Section 4, Montana State Constitution 
Section 13-27-104, Montana Code Annotated 


Bee. andwD. 
Section 13-27-201, Montana Code Annotated 
Sections 13-27-202, 13-2-7204 thru 207, Montana Code Annotated, 
as amended by HB 683, Chapter 488, Laws of 1981 


Ee¢Sand FF. 
Section 13-27-312(1) and (2), Montana Code Annotated, as amended 


by HB 683, Chapter 488, Laws of 1981 


Nels 


Windle 


VELL. 


Tx. 


TIME DEADLINES FOR APPROVAL OR REJECTION BY ATTORNEY GENERAL 


Av ony rT Ess 
Section 13-27-312(6), Montana Code Annotated 


FORM OF PETITION TO INCLUDE 


ACPD. pre rr ae 
Sections 13-27-201, 13-27-204 thru 207, Montana Code Annotated 


TIME FOR SUBMISSION AND FILING 
A. 
‘Article III, Section 4, Montana State Constitution 
Article XIV, Sections 2 and 9, Montana State Constitution 
Sections 13-27-301 and 302, Montana Code Annotated 


as 
Section 13-27-104, Montana Code Annotated 


Cc 
Article III, Section 5, Montana State Constitution 


CERTIFICATION TO GOVERNOR 


x, 


Sections 13-27-3008 thru 310, Montana Code Annotated 
WITHDRAWAL OF SIGNATURES 
A. 
Ford, vs... Miatchell,.103;Mont..99, and: State «ex-rel..0O'Connell 
Vs Mitenerie, Lill Mont. 94 
EFFECTIVE DATES 
A.,, Bexand,@. 


Section 13-27-105, Montana Code Annotated, as amended by 
HB 335, Chapter 0/37" Laws or bos) 


BASIS FOR FILING INITIATIVE AND REFERENDUM MEASURES 
UNDER ARTICLE III, SECTIONS 4, 5 AND 7 AND 
ARTICLE -XIV,~SECTIONS-2,7 9~AND-1L0 

MONTANA STATE CONSTITUTION 


Legislative Total Vote 
Representative Cast for 5 Sel 1) 10% (2) 15% (3) 
District Governor, 1980 

ie 3,605 181 30 541 

2%. EEO} 148 296 444 

a. 5p 169 159 Sy 476 

4. 3,076 154 308 462 

Dy BE 518 176 oon 528 

G7 B, 003 151 301 451 

Wes S35 387 1d 0 339 509 

a Bao 59 143 286 429 

ac Se 1i3 156 S12 467 
Lo. 36 589 180 359 530 
LD 4,244 23 425 GF 
date 3,864 194 387 580 
133 3,284 165 329 493 
14. 25475 124 248 Se 
1s 3,604 ie] 361 541 
Lou 5,067 254 507 760 
re 4,228 2a72 423 635 
1B. 4, 191 2.0 420 629 
Lo 4,347 218 435 652 
2). 3,676 184 368 tay. 
Zi Pe /69 139 2 ie 416 
22e 36018 151 302 453 
23% Be 70 199 a7 596 
24. 6,693 245 490 734 
2% ee 711 186 ipa oe 
20. 4,827 242 483 724 
ane ee 151 208 416 623 
20. 2,847 143 285 427 
29. 5,689 285 569 854 
SO 4,239 ae 424 636 
3153 emo TL 149 298 446 
a2 4,349 218 435 653 
Bo. 55 636 182 364 546 
34, 2,544 128 255 3382 
eae EE 55 138 27G 414 
3b, Sie O55 163 306 458 
oy; 1, 709 86 Lil oy 
30". oy 465 124 247 370 
39. Bios 109 gis 326 
4Q. 2,997 150 300 450 
41. 3,248 163 a25 488 
42. 6 593 130 260 389 
43. 208 no Ql 32 
44. By 421 li 343 54 
45. By 662 184 367 550 
46. 4,003 201 401 601 
47. 4,041 202 405 607 
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Legislative Total Vote 


Representative Castelo SecL) +02 Ca) Laet3) 
Disteice Governor, 1980 
48. 7, O05 95 Solus roo 
49. ape der 169 338 Sy 
50. 3,984 200 “399 598 
She 2,949 148 _ 295 443 
San Bie 92) 19,6 392 588 
ee 37,491 iy > 350 524 
54. 375.26 192 oes 575 
ors Paar es 1 BS 142 284 426 
5G. 3,246 163 225 487 
ie 24692 135 20) 404 
56. 2,694 135 2/0 405 
ah 4,611 231 462 692 
60. 6,023 be 2 603 904 
bls 2e'10 3 106 2 | 316 
Gide ee Zon 114. 224 340 
63. oo 169 333 507 
64. a co 2877 bis 859 
Se oT 368 179 Bu 535 
66. es. 164 328 491 
Gale. Bride 187 373 560 
68. | 55 953 178 356 533 
Bor a at 144 288 432 
703 4,499 225 450 GS 
be 4,371 219 438 656 
ilies 4,841 242 485 any, 
#3 4,542 228 455 682 
oa 3,484 1475 349 S23 
is SE Bod 293 586 879 
$6. 4,830 242 483 125 
Ls Be OCF 166 33) 496 
1B od 167 334 500 
Por 4,765 2°39 477 TLS 
80. 5 060 253 506 759 
Oia 4,107 206. 411 616 
82. 8 0.57 155 209 463 
83. 4,612 231 462 692 
84. on 9 22 147 Zo 439 
aoe 3% 385 170 339 508 
86. me yO. 128 oor 385 
B73 2,955 148 296 444 
88. oo 714 129 258 387 
oo ia 9 0) 98 195 293 
90. 2, 114 139 cate 243 417 
91. =, LG6O 258 516 774 
IQs oH 299 310 620 930 
933 4,601 230 461 691 
94, De 39:3 145 290 434 
95% 4,044 203 405 607 
96. oF 2 161 S22 482 


Legislative 
Representative 
as Gi5iCe 


ce 
98. 
Oi. 
100. 


TOTAL NUMBER 
REQUIRED 


Total Vote 


Caste-ftor 53 (1) 10% (2) 25% (3) 
1980 
140 279 419 
180 359 538 
224 447 671 
226 452 Pe ereys 
*18.,024 ¥3.6 ,04./ eK 


To order a referendum on enacted statutes or 
to initiate measures or laws. 

Signatures of at least 5 percent of the 
qualified electors in each of at least one- 
third of the legislative representative 
districts. 34 dastricts) . 

To initiate constitutional amendment or call 
a constitutional convention. 

Signatures of at least 10 percent of the 
qualified electors in each of at least two- 
fifths of the legislative representative 
distracts,.(40 districts). 

To render inoperative an enacted statute. 
Signatures of at least 15 percent of the 
qualified electors in a majority of the 
legislative representative districts 

(5d -dastricts) . 


*NOTE: Totals do not total to column entries since fractions have 
been rounded to the next whole number. 


Section 
13-27-10l. 


13-27-102.6 
13-27-1036 
13-27-1046 
13-27-105e¢ 


13-27-1066 


ia~2 1c. 
13-27-2026 
13-27-2036 
13-27-2046 
13-27 1-205 
14=27-2065 


la~2i-207.s 


Part 


13-27-301. 
13-27-3026 
13-27-3036 
13-27-304e 
13-2 1-305 
13-27-3066 
13-27-30T.e 


13-27-308-6 
13-27-309e 
13-27-3106 
13-27-31lle 
13-27-3126 
1322 1-313 
13-27-3146 
13-27-3156 


13=—214-316. 


13-27-401le 
13-27-4026 


CHAPTER 27 
BALLOT ISSUES 


Part 1 -- General Provisions 

Establishment of initiative and referendum 
procedureSe 

Who may petitione 

Sufficiency of sigqnaturee 

Time for filinge 

Effective date of initiative and referendum 
issueSse 


Violations -- penalties. 


Part 2 -- Form of Petitions 


Form of petition generallye 
Approval of form required. 
Numbering of petitionse 
Petition for the initiative. 
Petition for the referendume 


Petition for initiative for constitutional 
conventione 
Petition for initiative for constitutional 
amendmente 
3 -- Submission and Processing of Petitions 


Submission of petition sheetse 

Certification of signaturese 

Verification of siqnatures by county officiale 

County official to forward verified sheetse 

Retention of copies by county officiale 

Challenge to signatures by elector of Countye 

Consideration and tabulation of signatures by 
secretary of statee 

Certification of petition to governore 

Repealede Sece 1959 Che 5759 Le 198le 

Transmittal of issues referred by the 
legislature and ballot forms to the attorney 
generale 

Publication of 
amendmentse 

Review of petition by attorney general -- 
preparation of statements -- fiscal notee 

Review of ballot forms by attorney generale 

Repealede Sece 199 Che 4009 Le 19790 

Statements by attorney general on 
referred by legislaturee 

Court review of attorney general statementse 


proposed constitutional 


issues 


Part 4 -- Voter Information Pamphlets 


Voter 
Committees 


information pamphiete 
to prepare arguments for and aqainst 


LO 


ballot issueSe 

13-27-403-6¢ Appointment to committee. 

13-27-404-e Committee chairmane 

13-27-4052 Committee expensese 

13-27-4062 Limitation on length of argument -- time of 
filinge 

13-27-407Te Rebuttal arqumentse 

13-27-408. Rejection of improper argumentse 

13-27-4009. Liability for contents of arqumente 

13-27-4194 Printing and distribution of voter information 
pamphiete 


Part 5 -- Election Procedure 


13-27-501l.e Secretary of state to certify ballot forme 

13-27-5022 Preparation of ballots by county officialse 

13-27-5036 Determination of result of electione 

13-27-504. Copy of approved issues to be sent to 
legislative council. 


Part 1 


General Provisions 


13-27-1001. Establishment of initiative and referendum 
procedureSe The right of the people to petition to enact 
laws by initiatives to petition to approve or reject by 
referendum any act of the legislature except an 
appropriation of moneys to call for a vote on whether there 
shall be a constitutional convention, and to propose 
constitutional amendments by initiative as guaranteed by The 
Constitution of the State of Montana may be exercised 
through adherence to the procedures established in this 
chapter e 


13-27-1002. who may petitione A petition for the 
initiatives the referendum, or to call ae constitutional 
convention may be siqned only by a qualified elector of the 
state of Montanae 7 


13-27-1032 Sufficiency of siqnaturee A signature may not 
be counted unless the elector has signed in substantially 
the same manner as on the voter registry carde If the 
elector is reqistered with a first and middle name,» the use 
of an initial instead of either the first or middle names 
but not both namess need not disqualify the sigqnaturee The 
Siaqnature may be counted so long as the signaturey taken as 
a wholes bears sufficient similarity to the signature on the 
registry card as to provide reasonable certainty of its 
authenticitye 


Bi 


13-27-1045 Time for filinge Unless a specific time for 
filine is provided in the constitutions all petitions filed 
with the secretary of states certified as provided by laws 
must be received before 5 peme of the second Friday of the 
fourth month prior to the election at which they are to be 
voted upon by the peoplee 


13-27-105.2 Effective date of initiative and referendum 
issueSe {1) Unless the petition placing an initiative issue 
on the ballot states otherwWisey an initiative issue approved 
by the people is effective on Gctober 1 following approvale 
However, if the issue deleqates rulemaking authority» it is 
effective no sooner than October 1 following approvale 

(2) Unless the legislature provides otherwises a 
constitutional amendment proposed by the Jlegislature and 
approved by the people is effective on Cctober 1 following 
approvale 

(3) Unless specifically provided by the legislature in an 
act referred by it to the people or until suspended by a 
petition siqned by at least 15% of the qualified electors in 
a majority of the legislative representative districts» an 
act referred to the people is in effect as provided by law 
until it is approved or rejected at the electione An act 
that is rejected is repealed effective the date the result 
of the canvass is filed by the secretary of state under 
13-27-503-e An act referred to the people that was in effect 
at the time of the election and is approved by the people 
remains in effecte An act that was suspended Dy a petition 
and is approved by the people is effective the date the 
result of the canvass is filed by the secretary of state 
under 13-27-5032 An act referred by the legislature that 
contains an effective date following the election becomes 
effective on that date if approved by the peoplee An act 
that provides no effective date and whose substantive 
provisions were delayed by the legislature pending approval 
at an election and that is approved is effective October 1 
following the electione 


13-27-1006. Viclations -- penaltiese A person who knowingly 
makes a false entry upon a petition or affidavit required by 
this chapter or who knowingly signs a petition to place the 
same issue on the ballot at the same election more than once 
is guilty of unsworn falsification or tampering with public 
records or informations as appropnriates and is punishable as 
provided in 45-7-203 or 45-17-2085 as applicablee 


_ 


Part 2 


Form of Petitions 


13-27-20le Form of petition generallye (1) A petition for 
the initiatives the referendumy or to call a constitutional 
convention must be substantially in the form provided by 
this chaptere Clerical or technical errors that do not 
interfere with the ability to judqe the sufficiency of 
signatures on the petition do not render a petition voide 


LZ 


(2) Petition sheets may not exceed 8 1/2 x 14 inches in 
SiZee. Separete sheets of a petition may be fastened in 
sections of not more than 25 sheetse Near the top of each 
sheet containing siqnature lines must be printed the title 
of the statute or constitutional amendment proposed or the 
measure to be referred or a statement that the petition is 
for the curpose cf calling a constitutional conventione If 
siqnature lines are printed on both the front and back of a 
petition sheets the information required above must appear 
on both the front and back of the sheete The complete text 
of the measure prooosed or referred must be attached to or 
contained within each signature sheet if sheets are 
circulated separatelye The text of the measure must be in 
the bill form provided in the most recent issue of the bill 
drafting manual furnished by the legislative council. If 
sheets are circulated in sectionsysy the complete text of the 
measure must be attached to each sectione 


132-27-202.e Approval of form requirede (1) Before a 
petition may be circulated for siqnatures», a sample sheet 
containing the text of the proposed measure must be 
submitted to the secretary of state in the form in which ‘it 
will be circulatede The sample petition may not be submitted 
to the secretary of state more than 1 year prior tc the 
final date for filing the signed petition with the secretary 
of statee The secretary of state shall refer a copy of the 
petition sheet to: 

(a) the attorney general for his approvale The secretary 
of state and attorney general must each review the petition 
for sufficiency as to form and approve or reject the form of 
the petitions stating the reasons for rejections if anye 

{b) the legislative councile The legislative council shall 
review the text of the proposed measure for clarity» 
consistencyy or any other factors the council considers when 
drafting legislation. The legislative council must make its 
recommendations within 14 days after the petition is 
submitted to the secretary of statee The person submitting 
the petition may accepts rejecty or modify the changes 
recommended by the legislative councile A copy of the 
recommended changes shall be made available to any person by 
the secretary of state upon requeste 

(2) The secretary of state shall review the comments and 
statements of the attorney General received pursuant to 
13-27-3212 and make a final decision as to the approval or 
rejection of the form of the petition. The secretary of 
state shall send written notice to the person who submitted 
the petition sheet of the approval within 28 days after 
submission of the petition sheete The secretary of state 
shall send written notice if the petition has been rejected 
together with reasons for rejection within 14 days after 
submission of the petition sheete 


13-27-2903. Numbering of petitionse The secretary of state 
shall serielly number all submitted petitions that are 
approved as to form continuously from year to yeare The 
numperinag system shall distinguish the different types of 
petitions received and include provisions for numbering 
measures referred to the people by the legislaturee 
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13-27-204-e Petition for the initiativee (1) The following 
is substantially the form for a petition calling for a _ vote 
to enact a law by the initiative: 


PETITION TO PLACE 
INITIATIVE NOe___ ON 
THE ELECTION BALLOT 


(a) If 5% of the voters in each of 34 legislative 
representative districts sign this petition and the _ total 
number of voters Siqning this petition iS eeceesys this 
measure will appear on the next general election ballote If 
a majority of voters vote fer this measure at that elections 
it will become lawe 

{b) Wes the undersigned Montana voters, propose that the 
secretary of state place the following measure on the seece 
ees9 19eseey General election ballot: 


(Title of measure written pursuant to 13-27-312) 
{Statement of implication written pursuant to 13-27-312) 
(c) Voters are urged to read the complete text of the 
measure, which appears {on the reverse side Of, attached tO» 
etces as applicable) on this sheete A signature on this 
petition is only to put the measure on the ballot and does 

not necessarily mean the signer agrees with the measuree 


(d) 
WARNING 

A person who purposefully signs a name other than his/her 
own to this petition or who signs more than once for the 
same issue at one election or signs when not a legally 
registered Montana voter is subject to a $500 fines 5 months 
in jails or bothe 

{e) Each person must sign his/her name and address in 
substantially the same manner as on his/her voter registry 
card or the signature will not be countede 

(2) Numbered lines shall follow the above headinge Each 
numbered line shall contain spaces for the sigqnatures 
post-office address, legislative representative district 
numbers and printed last name of the signere 


13-27-2052 Petition for the referendume (1) The following 
is substantially the form for ae petition calling for 
approval or rejection of an act of the legislature by the 
referendum: 


PETITION TO PLACE REFERENDUM NOs____ 

ON THE ELECTION BALLOT ae 
(a) If 5% of the voters in each of 34 legislative 
representative districts sign this petition and the total 
number of voters signing the petition iS eeese Senate 
(House) Bill Number eeee will appear on the next general 
election ballote If a majority of voters vote for this 


measure at that election it will become lawe 

{b) Wes the undersigned Montana voters» propose that the 
secretary of state place the following Senate (House) 38111 
Number eeeeses passed by the legislature on eeeese ON the next 
general election ballot: 


{Title of referendum written pursuant to 13-27-312) 
14 


(Statement of implication written pursuant to 13-27-312) 

({c) Voters are urged to read the complete text of the 
measures which appears (on the reverse side of» attached tos 
etces aS apslicable) on this sheete A signature on this 
petition is only to put the measure on the ballot and does 
not mecesssrily mean the siqner agrees with the measuree 

(qd) 

WARNING 

A person who purposefully signs a name other than his/her 
Own to this petition or who signs more than once for the 
same issue at one election or signs when not ae legally 
registered Montana voter is subject to a $500 fines 6 months 
in jail» or bothe 

(e) Fach person must sign his/her name and address in 
substantially the same manner as on his/her voter registry 
card, or the signature will not be countede 

(2) Numbered lines shall follow the above headinge Each 
numbered line shall contain spaces for the siqnatureys 
post-office address,y legislative representative district 
numbers and printed last name of the siqnere 


13-27-2062 Petition for initiative for constitutional 
conventione (1) The following is substantially the form for 
a petition to direct the secretary of state to submit to the 
qualified voters the question of whether there shall be a 
constitutional convention: 


PETITION TO PLACE 
INITIATIVE NOo____» CALLING FOR 
A CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION» ON 
THE ELECTION BALLOT 
{a) If. 10% of the voters in each of 40 legislative 
districts sign this petition and the total number of voters 
siqning this petition iS eseeses the question of whether to 
have a constitutional convention will appear on the next 
general election ballote If a majority of voters vote for 
the constitutional convention the legislature will call for 
a constitutional convention at its next sessione 
(b) Wes the undersiqned Montana votersSs propose that the 
secretary of state place the question of whether to hold a 
constitutional convention on the ecoee seoe 19eece general 
election ballot: 


{Title of the initiative written pursuant to 13-27-312) 
(Statement of implication written pursuant to 13-27-312) 
{c) A signature on this petition is only to put the call 
for a constitutional convention on the ballot and does not 
necessarily mean the signer is in favor of calling a 

constitutional conventione 

(d) 

WARNING 

A person who purposefully signs a name other than his/ner 
own to this petition or who siaqns more than once for the 
same issue at one election or signs when not a legally 
registered Montana voter is subject to a $500 fine or 6 
months in jails or bothe 

(e) Each person must sign his/her name and address in 
substantially the same manner as on his/her voter registry 
cards or the siqnature will not be countede 
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(2) Numbered lines shall follow tne above headinge Each 
numbered line shall also contain spaces for the signatures 
post-office addressy legislative representative district 
numbers and printed last name of the signers 


13-27-2072 Petition for initiative for constitutional 
amendmente (1) The following is substantially the form for 23 
petition for the initiative to amend the constitution: 


PETITION TG PLACE CONSTITUTIONAL 
AMENOMENT NOs____ ON 
THE ELECTION BALLOT 


(a) If 10% of the voters in each of 40 legislative 
districts siqn this petition and the total number of voters 
signing the petition is seeees this constitutional amendment 
will appear on the next general election baliote If a 
majority of voters vote for this amendment at that elections 
it will become part of the constitutione 

{b) Wee the undersigned Montana voters, propose that the 
secretary of state place the following constitutional 
amendment on the esese coos LIeeey General election ballote 


(Title of the proposed contitutional amendment 
written pursuant to 13-27-312) 
{Statement of implication written pursuant to 13-27-312) 

(c) Voters are urged to read the complete text of the 
measures which appears (on the reverse side of» attached toy» 
etces aS applicable) on this sheete A siqnature on this 
petition is only to put the constitutional amendment on the 
ballot and does not necessarily mean the signer agrees with 
the amendment. 

(d) 

WARNING 

A person who purposefully signs a name other than his/her 
own to this petition or who signs more than once for the 
same issue at one election or siqns when not a legally 
registered Montana voter is subject to a $500 finey 6 months 
in jails or both. 

({e) Each person must sign his/her name and address in 
substantially the same manner as on his/her voter registry 
card or the signature will not be countede 

(2) Numbered lines shall follow the above headinge Each 
numbered line shall contain spaces for the signatures 
post-office address» legislative representative district 
numbers and printed last name of the siqnere 


ie 


Part 3 


Submission and Processing of Petitions 


13-27-3012 Submission of petition sheetse Signed sheets or 
sections of petitions shall be submitted to the official 
responsible for registration of electors in the county in 
which the signatures were obtained no sooner than 9 months 
and no later than 2 weeks before the final date for filing 
the petition with the secretary of statee 
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13-27-302. Certification of siqnaturese An affidavits in 
substantially the following form, shall be attached to each 
sheet or section submitted to the county official: 

Ie (Name of person who circulated this petition), affirms 
or being first sworne depose and say: that I circulated or 
assisted in circulating the petition to which this affidavit 
is attached and I believe the signatures thereon are 
genuines are the siqnatures of the persons whose names’ they 
purport to hey are the siqnatures of Montana electors who 
are registered at the address following their siqnatures and 
that the signers knew the contents of the petition before 
Signing the samee 

eeeees@cpesvesaeseeceaecoeoeseseoaoe ee eee eo e828 

(Signature of petition circulator) 

@eeseeeseeaeaes Oe esesveaesesceaese ose Oeseeetdeaeess 

(Address of petition circulator) 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this esee day Of eecsces 
19ese 

eeeseeaeseeGeeoade2seoesceeasOseeeceoeoeeeeaoanedeaeseo8des@ 

(Person authorized to take oaths) 
Seal 

@eseeoeoeseesesneas2seeaesveaese O2Oeee@eoevs eee e808 


(Title or notarial information) 


13-27-3203. Verification of signatures by county officiale 
The county official receiving the sheets or sections of a 
petition shall check the names of all siaqners to verify they 
are registered electors of the countye In additions the 
official shall randomly select signatures on each sheet or 
section and compare them with the signatures of the electors 
as they appear in the registration records of the officee If 
all the randomly selected signatures appear to be genuines 
the number of siqnatures of registered electors on the sheet 
or section may be certified to the secretary of state 
without further comparison of siqnaturese If any of the 
randomly selected signatures do not appear to be genuines 
all signatures on that sheet or section must be compared 
with the signatures in the registration records of the 
offices 


13-27-3046 County official to forward verified sheetse The 
county official verifying the number of registered electors 
siqning the petition shall forward it to the secretary of 
state by certified mail with a certificate in substantially 
the following form attached: 


To the Honorable seseces Secretary of State of the state of 
Montana: 


I¢ @eeenveee? e@oeoee (title) of the County Of eeccccecs 
certify that I have examined the attached (section 
Containing eeee sheets) OF (eeee sheets) of the petition 
for {referendums initiatives constitutional conventions or 
constitutional amendment) Noe eeee in the manner prescribed 
by law; and I believe that eeee (number) signatures in 
Legislative Representative District Noe eees (repeat for 
each district included in sheet or section) are valid; and I 
further certify that the affidavit of the circulator of the 
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{sheet) (section) of the petition is attached and the 
post-office address and legislative representative district 
number is completed for each valid siqnaturee 


Signed: eeseecesee (Date) seeccevee (Signature) 
Seal ecceoscsevesese (Title) 


13-27-3952 Retention of copies by county officiale The 
county official certifying the sheets or sections of a 
petition shall keep a copy of the sheets or Sevtions 
certified in the official files of his officee The «opies 
may be destroyed 3 months after the date of the elestion 
specified in the petition unless a court action is pending 
on the sufficiency of the petitione 


13-27-3064 Challenge to signatures by elector of countye 
A registered elector of a county having reason to belteve 
that signatures on ae petition that were not among those 
actually compared with signatures in the registration 
records of the county are not genuine may file a sworn 
statement or affirmation of his belief and request for 
comparison of those signatures he believes are not genuine 
with the county official certifying the sheet or section of 
the petitione If any of the challenged signatures are not 
genuines the county official must compare all signatures on 
that sheet or section and issue an amended certificate to 
the secretary of states giving the correct number of valid 
signatures, on or before the deadlines as provided for in 
13-27-1049 for filing in the office of the secretary of 
states 


13-27-3072 Consideration and tabulation of siqnatures by 
secretary of statee (1) The secretary of state shall 
consider and tabulate only such signatures on petitions as 
are certified by the proper county official, and each such 
certificate is prima facie evidence of the facts stated 
thereine Howevers the secretary of state may consider and 
tabulate any siqnature not certified by the county cfficial 
that is certified by a notary public of the county in which 
the signer resides to be the genuine signature of an elector 
legally qualified to siqn the petition. 

(2) The official certificate of the notary public for any 
signature not certified as valid by the county official 
shall be in substantially the following form: _ 


State of Montana ) 
) S$Se 
County of seeessecosen) 


Ie ecscoee (name), a duly qualified and acting notary public 
in and for the above-named county and state» do hereby 
certify that I am personally acquainted with each of the 
following-named electors whose signatures are affixed to the 
annexed (petition) (copy of a petition) and I know of my own 
knowledge that they are registered electors of the state of 
Montana and of the county and legislative district written 
after their names in the petition and that their post-office 
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addresses are correctly stated thereine 
COeecccessaescecesecceseoscesesssececssoe (Names of such electors) 
In testimony whereofs I have hereunto set my hand and 
official seal this eececes day Of esccsee l9eee 
SSCHReeeecetosesceettaa2e08 (Siqnature) 
Seal ecsccecccseceees (Notarial information) 


12-27-3068. Certification of petition to governore’ when 
Sheets or sections Of a petition for referendum, initiatives 
constitutional conventions Or constitutional amendment 
containing a sufficient number of siqnatures have been filed 
with the secretary of state within the time required by the 
constitution or by laws he shall immediately certify to the 
governor that the completed petition nas been officially 
filede 


13-27-209e Repealede Sece 1959 Che 57549 Le 1981.6 


13-27-31C0.e fransmittal of issues referred by the 
legislature and ballot forms to the attorney generale (1) 
The secretary of state shall transmit a copy of the form in 
which a ballot issue proposed by petition will appear on the 
ballot to the attorney general on the same day the completed 
petition is certified to the governore 

(2) The secretary of state shall transmit a copy of an act 
referred to the people cr ae constitutional amendment 
proposed by the legislature and a copy of the form in which 
the issue will appear on the ballot to the attorney general 
no tater than 6 months before the election at which the 
issue will be voted on by the peoplee 

(3) If the ballot form is not approved by the attorney 
general pursuant to 13-27-3139 the secretary of state shall 
immediately submit a new ballot form to the attorney 
generale 


13-27-31lle Publication of proposed constitutional 
amendmentse (1) If a proposed constitutional amendment. or 
amendments are submitted to the people, the secretary of 
state shall have the proposed amendment or amendments 
published in full twice each month for 2 months previous to 
the election at which they are to be voted upon by the 
people, in not less than one Newspaper of general 
circulation in each countye 

{2) The secretary of state may arrange for newspapers 
radios or television publication of proposed constitutional 
amendments in each countye A summary of the amendment = as 
provided by the attorney generals as described in 13-27-312 
or 13-27-3155 would suffice for the publication required by 
this section and should be made at least twice each month 
for 2 months previous to the electione 


13-27-3122. Review of petition by attorney general -- 
oreparation of statements -- fiscal notee (1) Upon receipt 
of a petition from the office of the secretary of state 
Pursuant to 13-27-2029 the attorney general shall examine 
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the petition as to form ands if the proposed ballot issue 
has an effect on the revenuess expendituress or the fiscal 
liability of the state, shalt! order a Fiscal note 
incorporating an estimate of such effects the substance of 
which must substantially comply with the provisions of 
5-4-2056 The budget directory, in cooperation with the agency 
or agencies affected by the petition, is responsible for 
preparing the fiscal note and shall return it within 6 days 
unless the attorney generally for good cause shown, extends 
the time for completing the fiscal notee If the petition 
form is approveds the attorney general shall endeavor to 
seek out parties on both sides of the issue and obtain their 
advicee The attorney general may, if he deems it necessary? 
appoint a five-member committee to recommend the statement 
of purpose and the statement of the implications of the 
measuree The committee shall consist of two persons 
recommended by the person filing the petitions two persons 
known to oppose the measures and one representative of the 
attorney general's office who is the chairmane The committee 
shall» within 14 days of appointments meet and recommend by 
a vote of a majority of the committee: 

{a) a statements, not to exceed 100 words, explaining the 
Durpose cf the measure; and 

{b) statementss not to exceed 25 words each, explaining 
the implications of a vote for and a vote against the 
measuree 

(2) The attorney general may accepts rejects or modify the 
statements recommended by the committeee If the committee is 
unable to recommend one or both statementss the attorney 
general shall prepare the statementse 

{(3) The attorney qeneral shall prepare a fiscal statement 
of no more than 50 words if a fiscal note was prepared for 
the proposed ballot issue, such statement to be used on the 
petition and ballot if the measure is placed on the hallote]j 

{4) The statement of purpose and the statements of 
implication must express the true and impartial explanation 
of the proposed ballot issue in plains easily understood 
Yanguage and may not be arguments or written So as to create 
prejudice for or against the measuree 

(5) The statement of purpose prepared pursuant to 
subsection (1) or (2)* unless altered by a court under 
13-27-3165 is the petition title for the measure circulated 
by the petition and the ballot titie if the measure is 
placed on the ballot. 

(6) The statements of implication shall be placed beside 
the diagram provided for marking of the ballot in a manner 
Similar to the following example: 


a 


[] FOR extending the right to vote to persons 18 years 
of age 


[J AGAINST extending the right to vote to persons 18 
years of age 

(7) If the petition is rejected as to forms the attorney 
general shall forward his comments to the secretary of state 
within 10 days after receipt of the petition by the attorney 
generale If the petition is approved as to form, the 
attorney general shall forward the statement of purpose, the 
statements of implications and the fiscal statement if 
applicable to the secretary of state within 21 days after 
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receipt of the petition by the attorney generale 


13-27-313. Review of ballot forms by attorney generale The 
attorney qeneral shall examine each ballot form submitted to 
his office pursuant to 13-27-310 and within 20 days of 
receipt of the ballot form shall notify the secretary of 
state of his approval or rejection of the ballot forme If 
the ballot form is rejected, the attorney general shall 
approve or reject a new ballot form submitteda by the 
secretary of state pursuant to 13-27-310(3) within 5 days of 
receivind the new forme 


13-27-314. Repealede Sece 199 Che 4009 Le 19796 


13-27-315-e Statements by attorney general on issues 
referred by Jlegislaturee (1) Upon receipt of a copy of a 
ballot form under 13-27-310(2) for an issue proposed by the 
legislatures the attorney general shall order 3a fiscal note 
as provided in 13-27-312(1) if the issue has an effect on 
the revenuess expenditures, or the fiscal liability of the 
Statee At the same time the explanatory statement is 
prepared under subsection (2), the attorney general shall 
prepare a fiscal statement of no more than 50 words to be 
Forwarded to the secretary of state at the same time as the 
explanatory statemente 

{2) At the same time the attorney qenerals pursuant to 
13-27-3139 informs the secretary of state of the approval or 
rejection of a ballot form for an issue proposed by the 
legislatures the attorney general shall forward to the 
secretary of state a statements not exceeding 100 wordss 
expressing a true and impartial explanation of the purpose 
of the measure in plaine easily understood lanquagee The 
statement may not be an argument and may not be written to 
create a prejudice for or against the issuee The statement 
prepared under this section is known as the attorney 
generals explanatory statemente 

(3) If statements of the implication of a vote for or 
against a ballot issue have not been provided by the 
legislature, the attorney general shalt prepare’ the 
statementse Requirements for statements of implication for 
ballot  tssues referred by the legislature are the same as 
those provided in 13-27-312 for other ballot issuese 
Statements of implication prepared by the attorney general 
must be returned to the secretary of state no later than the 
time specified for approval of the ballot forme 


13-27-316- Court review of attorney general statementse 
(1) If the proponents of a ballot measure believe that the 
statement of purposes the statements of implication of a 
vote, or the fiscal statement formulated by the attorney 
qgeneral pursuant to Pe-27eSt2 do not satisfy the 
requirements of 13-27-312s they mays within 10 days of 
receipt of the notice from the secretary of state provided 
for in 13-27-202, file an action in the district court in 
and for the county of Lewis and Clark challenging the 
adequacy of the statement and requesting the court to alter 
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the statemente 

(2) If the opponents of a ballot measure believe that the 
statement of purposes the statements of implication of a 
vote, or the fiscal statement formulated by the attorney 
general pursuant to 13-27-312 do not Satisfy the 
requirements of 13-27-3129 they mays within 10 days of the 
date of certification to the governor that the completed 
petition has been officially fileds file an action in the 
district court in and for the county of Lewis and Clark 
challenging the adequacy of the statement and requesting the 
court to alter the statemente 

(3) (a) Notice shall be served upon the secretary of state 
and upon the attorney generale The action takes precedence 
over other cases and matters in the district courte The 
court shall examine the proposed measure and the challenged 
statement and shal? as soon as possible render a decision 
and certify to the secretary of state a statement which the 
court determines will meet the requirements of 13-27-3126 

{b) A statement certified by the court shail be placed on 
the petition for circulation and on the official ballote 

(4) A copy of the petition in final form must be filed in 
the office of the secretary of State by the proponentse 

(5) Any party may appeal the order of the district court 
to the Montana supreme court by filing a notice of appeal 
within 5 days of the date of the order of the district 
courte 


Part 4 


Voter Information Pamphlets 


13-27-401le Voter information pamphlete {1) The secretary 
of state shall prepare for printing a voter information 
pamphlet containing the following information for each 
ballot issue to be voted on at an elections as applicable: 

(a) ballot titles fiscal statement if epplicable, and 
complete text of the issue; 

{b) the form in which the issue will appear on the ballot; 

(Cc) arguments advocating approval and rejection of the 
issues; and 

{d) rebuttal argqumentse 

(2) The pamphlet shall also contain a notice advising the 
recipient where additional copies of the pamphlet may be 
obtainede 

(3) Whenever more than one ballot issue is to be voted on 
at a Single elections the secretary of state may publish a 
single pamphlet for all of the ballot issuese The secretary 
of state may arrange the information in the crder which 
seems most appropriates but the information for all issues 
in the pamphlet shall be presented in the same ordere 


13-27-402. Committees to prepare arquments for and against 
ballot issueSe The arguments advocating approval or 
rejection of the ballot issue and rebuttal arguments” shall 
be submitted to the secretary of state by committees 
appointed as provided in this section: 

(1) The committee advocating approval of an act referred 
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to the veople or a constitutional amendment proposed by the 
legislatur2 or an act referred to the people by referendum 
petition shall be composed of one senator known to favor the 
Measures apDdDOInted by the president of the senate; one 
representative known to favor the measures appointed by the 
speaker of the house of representatives; and one individual 
who need not be a member of the legislatures appointed by 
the first two memberse 

(2) The committee advocating rejection of a ballot issue 
referred to the people or proposed by the legislature shall 
be composec of one senator appointed by the president of the 
senate; one representative appointed by the speaker of the 
house of representatives; and one individual who need not be 
a member of the legislatures appointed by the first two 
memberSse Whenever possible, the members shall be known to 
have opposed the issuee 

(3) A three-member committee advocating approval of a 
ballot issue oroposed by any type of initiative petition or 
advocating rejection of any ballot issue that is a 
legislative act referred to the people by referendum 
petition shall be appointed by the person submitting the 
petition to the secretary of state under the provisions of 
13-27-2026 

(4) A committee advocating rejection of a ballot issue 
proposed by any type of initiative petition shall be 
composed of five memberse The governor, attorney generals 
president of the sSenates and speaker of the house of 
representatives shall each appoint one members and the fifth 
member shall be appointed by the first four memberse All 
members shall be known to favor rejection of the issuee 


13-27-493- Appointment to committeee (1) Appointments to 
committees advocating approval or rejection of an act 
referred to the people or a constitutional amendment 
proposed by the tleaislature shall be filed with the 
secretary of state no later than 4 months before the 
election at which the ballot issue will be voted on by the 
peoplee 

(2) Appointments to committees advocating approval or 
rejection of a ballot measure referred to the people Ody 
referendum petition or proposed by any type of initiative 
petition shall be filed with the secretary of state no later 
than 10 days after the measure is certified to the governore 
At the same time the certification of the sufficiency of a 
petition is made to the governors the secretary of state 
shall notify all persons responsible for appointing members 
of committees advocating approval or rejection of the issue 
of the date by which such appointments must be filed in his 
office. 


13-27-404. Committee chairmane The appointee of the 
president of the senate is the chairman of any committee to 
which that officer makes an appointmente The appointing 
authority for other committees shall name a chairman at the 
time the appointments are madee 


13-27-405- Committee expensese Each committee is entitled 
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to receive funds for the preparation of arquments 9 ana 
expenses of members not to exceed $100 for a three-member 
committee and $200 for a five-member committeee Itemized 
claims for actual expenses incurredsy approved by a majority 
of the committees shall be submitted to the secretary of 
state for payment from funds appropriated for that purposee 


13-27-406. Limitation on length cf argument -- time of 
filinge An argument advocating approval or rejection of a 
ballot issue is limited to 500 words and shall be fileds in 
typewritten forms with the secretary of state no later than 
85 days before the election at which the issue will be voted 
on by the peoplee A majority of the committee responsible 
for preparation must approve and sign each argument filede 
Separate signed letters of approval of an argument may be 
filed with the secretary of state by members of a committee 
if necessary to meet the filing deadlinee 


13-27-4007. Rebuttal argumentSe The secretary of state 
shall provide copies of the arguments edvocating approval or 
rejection of a ballot issue to the members of the adversary 
committee no later than 1 day following the filing of both 
the approval and rejection arguments for the issue in his 
officee The committees may prepare rebuttal arguments no 
longer than 250 words that shall be fileds in typewritten 
forms with the secretary of state no later than 10 days 
after the deadiine for filing the original argumentse 
Discussion in the rebuttal argument must be confined to the 
Subject matter raised in the argument being rebuttede The 
rebuttal argument shall be approved and signed by a majority 
of the committee responsiblie for its preparatione Separate 
Signed letters of approval may be submitted in the same 
manner as for the original argqumentSe 


13-27-408. Rejection of improper argumentse The secretary 
of state shall reject, with the approval of the attorney 
generals an argument or other matter held to contain 
obscene, vulgars profane, scandalouses Tibelous, or 
defamatory matter; any lanquage that in any way iincitesys 
counselSs promotes, or advocates hatreds abuses violences or 
hostility towards or that tends to cast ridicule Or shame 
upons a group of persons by reason of races cclors religions 
or sex; or any matter not allowed to be sent through the 
maile Such arguments may not be filed or printed in the 
voter information pamphlete 1 


13-27-4092 Liability for contents of argumente Nothing in 
this chapter relieves an author of any argument from civil 
or criminal responsibility for statements contained in an 
argument printed in the voter information pamphlete 


13-27-4110. Printing and distribution of voter information 
pamphlete (1) The secretary of state shal? arrange with the 
department of administration by requisition for the printing 
and delivery of a voter information pamphlet for all ballot 
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issues to be submitted to the people at least 90 days before 
the election at which they will be submittede The 
requisition shall include a delivery list providing for 
shipment of the required number of pamphlets to each county 
and tc the secretary of statee 

(2) The secretary of state shall estimate the number of 
copies necsssary to furnish one copy to every voter in each 
countys excent that two or more voters with the same mailing 
address and the same last name may be counted as one votere 
The secretary of state shall provide for an extra supply of 
the ramphlets tn determining the number of voter pamphlets 
to be ordered in the requisitione 

{3) The department of administration shali call for bids 
and contract with the lowest bidder for the printing and 
delivery of the voter information ovamphlete The contract 
shall require completion of printing and shioments = as 
specified on the delivery lists of the voter information 
pamphlets by not later than 30 days before the election at 
which the ballot issues will be voted on by the pdeoplee 

(4) Tne county official responsible for voter registration 
in each county shall mail one copy of the voter information 
pamohlet to each registered voter in the county, except that 
two or more voters with the same mailing address and the 
same last name may be counted as one votere The mailing 
shall take place no later than 2 weeks after the pamphlets 
are received from the printere 

(5) Ten copies of the voter informaticn pamphlet shall be 
available at each frecinct for use by any voter wishing to 
read the explanatory information and complete text before 
voting on the ballot issueSe 


Part 5 


Election Procedure 


13-27-5001. Secretary of state to certify ballot forme The 
secretary of state shall furnish to the official of each 
county responsible for preparation and printing of the 
ballots: at the same time as he certifies the names of the 
persons who are candidates for offices to be filled at the 
elections a certified copy of the form in which each ballot 
issue to be voted on by the people at that election is to 
appear on the ballote Unless otherwise provided in the 
JTegislative act or petition placing the issue on the ballot, 
the secretary of state shall list for each issue the numbers 
the method of placement on the ballots the title, the 
attorney aeneral’s explanatory statement if applicables the 
fiscal statement if applicableys and the statements of the 
implication of a vote for or against the issue that are to 
be placed beside the diagram for marking the ballote The 
secretary of state shall use for each ballot issue the title 
of the legislative act or Jlegislative constitutional 
proposal or the title provided by the attorney general or 
district ccurte Following the number of the ballot issue, 
the secretary of state shall include one of the following 
statements to identify why the issue has been placed on the 
ballot: 

(1) an act referred by the legislature; 
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(2) an amendment to the constitution proposed by the 
Yegislature; 

(3) an act of the legislature referred by referendum 
petition; or 

(4) a law or constitutional amendment proposed by 
initiative petitione . 


13-27-5022 Preparation of ballots by county officialse 
Each of the county officials responsible for the preparation 
and printing of the ballots shall orint the ballot issues on 
the official ballot in the form and order in which the 
issues have been certified by the secretary of statee All 
ballot issues shall be placed on the official ballot 
prescribed by 13-12-2075, 13-12-2129 and 13-17-206 unless 
specific written approval by the secretary of state for 
placing the ballot issues on a separate ballot is received 
by the official responsible for printing the ballote The 
secretary of state may issue such approval only when the 
number of issues to be voted on at an election makes it 
impractical to print the entire ballots including the ballot 
issuesy on. the official ballot as prescribed by 13-12-207,% 
13-12-2129 and 13-17-206-. 


13-27-5032. Determination of result of electione The votes 
on ballot issues shal? be counteds canvassedy and returned 
by the regular boards of judgeS, clerks, and officers as 
votes for candidates are counted» canvassed» and returnede 
The abstract of votes on baltot issues shall be prepared and 
returned to the secretary of state in the manner provided by 
13-15-5001 for abstract of votes for state officerse The 
board of state canvassers shall proceed within 20 days after 
the election at which such ballot issues are voted upon ands 
at the same time as the votes for state officers are 
canvassed? canvass the votes given for each ballot issuee 
The secretary of state,s as secretary of the board of state 
canvasserss shall prepare and file in his office a statement 
of the canvass» giving the number and title of each issues 
the whole number of votes cast in the state for and against 
each ballot issue, and the effective date of each ballot 
issue approved by a majority of those voting on the issuee 
The secretary of state shall transmit a certified copy of 
the statement of the canvass to the governore 


13-27-5040 Copy of approved issues to be sent to 
legislative councile The secretary of state shall send a 
certified copy of all ballot issues which have been approved 
by a majority of those voting on the issue and a copy of the 
statement of the canvass to the executive director of the 
legislative council at the same time he transmits a 
certified copy of the statement of the canvass to the 
governor e 
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